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   The Governor has acted on all the legislation for the 2013 General Assembly. Today’s edition will conclude Eye on the Legislature for 2013. 

House Bill 13-1081:  Signed by the Governor on May 16th, HB 1081 was amended significantly in committee hearings with additions in effort to make teens aware of and recognition that: 

· sexual violence and teen dating violence is a pervasive and serious public health issue; 

· the increased risk for adolescent pregnancy, sexually transmitted diseases and infections;

· low academic performance, truancy drop out and other harmful behaviors; 

· need for schools to promote healthy relationships and comprehensive human sexuality education, including providing information and resources for early intervention and response strategies to teen dating violence; 
· teaching young people how to recognize and respond safely and effectively in situations where sexual or physical violence may be occurring or where they may be a risk for these behaviors to occur; and

· adds to definition of Comprehensive Human Sexuality Education, cancer, and other types of cancer involving the human reproductive systems, including but not limited to prostrate, testicular, ovarian and uterine cancer. 

House Bill 13-1154:  Signed by the Governor on June 5th, HB 1154 expands the law in Colorado for offenses against pregnant women. HB 03-1138 was enacted in 2003 and created the crime of unlawful termination of pregnancy, exclusively addressing conduct that is intentional and does not apply to reckless or careless conduct resulting in the termination of a pregnancy.

   HB 1154 creates a new article in the criminal code for offenses against pregnant women: 

· unlawful termination of pregnancy in the first, second, third and fourth degrees; 

· vehicular unlawful termination of pregnancy;

· aggravated vehicular unlawful termination of pregnancy; and

· careless driving resulting in unlawful termination of a pregnancy.

   HB 1154 modifies several provisions of current law: 

1. repeals criminal abortion statutes;

2. increases penalty for unlawful termination of pregnancy in the first degree from a class 4 felony to either a class 3 or 2 felony (depending on the circumstances); and 

3. clarifying that the court may impose consecutive sentences for offenses against pregnant women. 

   In short, the 2003 House Bill 03-1138 applied to conduct that is intentional; HB 1154 holds a person who recklessly or carelessly injures a pregnant woman and who causes the termination of her pregnancy as a consequence, directly and fully accountable. 

House Bill 13-1156:  Governor Hickenlooper signed HB 1156 on May 28th. The provisions of the bill provide a defendant with the opportunity to gain dismissal of charges with prejudice, whereupon a defendant may have his or her arrest and other criminal records sealed. Violation of a condition may trigger the prosecution initiating revocation proceedings in the diversion agreement. 

   Diversion agreements are a tool in the efforts of the criminal justice system that may prevent defendants from committing additional criminal acts, restore victims of crime, facilitate the defendant’s ability to pay restitution to victims of the crime and reduce the number of cases in the criminal justice system. 
House Bill 13-1241:  Signed by the Governor on May 28th, HB 1241 establishes a statewide automated victim information and notification system which allows crime victims to access timely and reliable information about criminal cases and the custody status of offenders in county jails 24 hours a day over the telephone, through the internet or by electronic mail, free of charge to the victim. Not all Colorado counties participate in the Statewide Automated Victim Information Notification Everyday (VINE) system. 
Senate Bill 13-194:  Signed by the Governor on June 5th, SB 197 imposes new restrictions on the ownership of firearms and ammunition (firearm) for persons subject to certain court orders:

· Civil protection orders issued to prevent domestic abuse and qualifies as an order subject to the federal Gun Control Act, a court is required to order the respondent (restricted person) to refrain from possessing or purchasing a firearm or ammunition; and

· Mandatory protection order issued by a court as a result of a criminal act prohibits the defendant or offender from possessing or purchasing a firearm, and must relinquish any firearm in his or her possession or control within 24 hours. 

Senate Bill 13-202: Governor Hickenlooper signed SB 202 on May 24th. The bill requires the Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation Commission (COGCC) in the Department of Natural Resources “to use a risk-based strategy for inspecting oil and gas locations that targets operation phases most likely to experience spills, excess emissions and other types of violations.” SB 202 requires that inspections be made of each oil and gas location once per year – under current law, inspections were routinely made “about” once every three years. Local governments are not allowed to charge to conduct inspections or monitoring of oil and gas operations that are subject to administration by the COGCC. 
Senate Bill 13-245:  Signed by the Governor on June 5th, SB 245 means a fire anywhere in the state can be reached by current firefighting aircraft within an average 20 to 30 minutes flight time, provided it is implemented fully.

   SB 24 creates the Colorado Firefighting Air Corps (C-FAC), and authorizes C-FAC to “purchase, acquire, lease or contract for the provision of firefighting aircraft, facilities, equipment and supplies for aerial firefighting.” Colorado’s congressional delegation, spearheaded by Senator Mark Udall is also working on more aircraft for fighting Colorado’s wildfires. 

Senate Bill 13-188:  Signed by the Governor on May 18th, SB 188 concerns a program that gives landowners a preference for hunting licenses to encourage hunting on private property, and replaces the current programs operated by the Wildfire Conservation Application Program to allocate big game hunting licenses to agricultural landowners through a system of transferable vouchers (Traditional Landowner Preference Program, the Priority Landowner Preference Program, the Elk Pilot Program and the Pronghorn Pilot Program. 
Senate Bill 13-251:  Known as that “driver’s license bill,” SB 251 was signed by the Governor on June 5th. As anything even remotely connected to the issue of “not legally present in the United States” is, SB 251 did not go quietly through the 2013 General Assembly, and was significantly modified along the way. The bill signed by the Governor allows the state of Colorado to “issue a driver’s license, minor’s driver’s license, instruction permit or state-issued identification card (referred to as state-issued documents) to a non-citizen resident of Colorado who cannot provide proof of lawful presence in the United States.” To be eligible for a state-issued document, an applicant must “present proof of Colorado residency, Colorado income tax returns, a federal individual taxpayer identification number and proof of identity issued by the applicant’s country of origin.” 
   Said documents are prohibited from being presented for the use of public services. Peace officers are not authorized to arrest an individual merely for possessing such documents. According to the fiscal impact statement, Colorado has a non-citizen resident population of approximately 200,000 individuals to date in 2013.
Senate Bill 13-278:  Signed by the Governor on May 28th, SB 278 provides law enforcement agencies, human services and the criminal justice system with a common definition of “drug-endangered child,” in the context of abuse or neglect. SB 278 was contingent on SB 13-244 becoming law which it did upon the Governor’s signature (also on May 28th). 

   The definition of “drug-endangered child” is required to be included in the State Methamphetamine Task Force’s report to the House and Senate Judiciary Committees on January 1, 2014. SB 244 renamed said task force as the Colorado Substance Abuse Task Force, modifying the emphasis from solely methamphetamine to all substance abuse. 

Senate Bill 13-273:  Signed by the Governor on June 5th, SB 273 provides several incentives for the use of forest biomass within “red zones,” identified as wildland-urban interface areas of high wildfire risk in Colorado, as designated by the Colorado Forest Service, including:
· directs the Colorado State Forest Service (CSFS) to collaborate with federal agencies to facilitate the use of forest biomass as feedstock for timber mills;

· authorizes the CSFS to assist communities in high risk areas with their community wildfire protection plans;

· authorizes the Air Quality Control Commission to analyze equipment fueled by biomass for compliance with air emissions standards; and

· requires the Colorado Public Utilities Commission, when evaluating the use of biomass in electricity generation to consider the contribution of this fuel source to wildfire risk mitigation. 

   House Bill 13-1306:  Postponed indefinitely on May 6th, HB 1306 would have established a task force to advise the General Assembly “regarding issues surrounding the loss, maintenance and restoration of the right to purchase and possess firearms by persons who, as a result of mental health issues, alcohol abuse or substance abuse, are clearly dangerous to the health and safety of themselves or others.”

   HEADS UP! Seeing the Round Corners will begin its run next week for the remainder of 2013. Hope to see you there. 

   The reader’s comments or questions are always welcome.  E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com.
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